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Questions and Answers

Peter Zhou, UC Berkeley 

Peter commented that this is the best forum, having both faculty and librarians sharing their experiences and appreciation of each other. He would like to see more of this type of forum in the future. He also remarked that faculty have helped shape library collections since the 19th century. Among them are John Fryer of the University of California at Berkeley, John. K. Fairbank of Harvard University, Richard C. Rudolph of UCLA,  Mary Wright of Stanford University, Teng Ssu-yu of Indiana University, and Evelyn and Thomas Rawski of the University of Pittsburgh. He noted, however, that the bond between faculty and librarians has not been appreciated enough.

He observed that the kind of insight from faculty such as Pittsburgh’s case regarding the shelving arrangement of CJK language materials is a simple but important matter. However, the dialog must go beyond the community. At the present time, due to the economic downturn and the illusion of e-information access, foreign language collections, including East Asian collections, are being viewed as backward and are increasingly under pressure to become more like business, science, and engineering fields that will no longer require a physical library. The perception that foreign language collections could survive in a library-wide information center with a few online subject specialists has become alarming. The recently failed suggestion to relocate Stanford’s East Asia Library is but one example.

Faculty input would definitely help make an anywhere, anytime library a success. We must ensure that the dialog between faculty and librarians continues and extends to the academy. Much has been lost in communication before, especially regarding area studies including humanists and social scientists.

And much has been seen as irrelevant in terms of East Asian libraries. There is a real danger that the academy has been left out of this dialog, resulting in non-academics and bureaucrats making decisions for them.

Evelyn Rawski, University of Pittsburgh, Panel Speaker

Evelyn Rawski noted that the panel raised important issues. She pointed out the potential loss of context and contextual knowledge. To Jidong Yang and Anne Burkus-Chasson, comparing art classes to museum visits, visits are like pleasant surprise. She remarked that museum objects are both familiar and unfamiliar, that there is a superficial familiarity, that there is luxury in holding a piece of real art that is not distorted by any medium.

She inquired about open access, not just physically to the library but a card to access online databases such as the National Palace Museum (NPM) Online in the example given by Anne Burkus-Chasson. Modern technology should allow us easy access to use resources as teaching materials anywhere. She further posed the question, “what does access conceptualization mean? “ She also commented on people in disadvantaged institutions. Nevertheless, we need to think about how to plan for this access of resources and how we should move along for this access?

Karen Wei, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

Karen Wei noted that each institution has signed licensing agreements for electronic resources specifically for that institution and that often has restrictions for non-university affiliated users.

Evelyn Rawski

There should be a finite number of people needing the resources. How about institutional affiliations such as allowing external researchers? Can librarians look into the contract language and talk to their library administration? She suggested starting small and seeing if we can get funding, and then expand to a larger scale.

Xian Wu, Cornell University

Wu Xian noted that there is local access to databases at Cornell University. These are access privileges.

Wu Xian also mentioned that Cornell’s CJK is a mixed Collection.

Thomas Rawski, University of Pittsburgh, Panel Speaker

He commented that in terms of library support, Cornell faculty needs a wake-up call. Although he graduated from Cornell, he hasn’t been back to Cornell for a while.

Thomas mentioned that he has been benefiting from librarians’ help. He cited the benefits of 5 years of searches versus a 5-minute consultation with a librarian. Although he has been an avid consumer of databases, e-resources are not enough. For example, Zhongguo tongji nianjian [China Statistical Yearbook] has 500 tables online, and they are hard to find. He would need to use the table of contents in a printed copy to find what and where the tables are in the database.

Peter Zhou, UC Berkeley

Peter would like to follow up on Dongfang Shao, who just left earlier, regarding Stanford’s East Asia Library.  He noted that the report on tearing down the East Asia Library was considered a “wrong-headed decision.” Humanists and social scientists need their “labs” which are their libraries. If Stanford destroys their East Asian Library, then it cannot be a top notch university. Strong advocacy from faculty led to cancellation/postponement of the ill-conceived proposal which is now suspended indefinitely.

Victor An from CNKI 

In respond to Thomas Rawski’s comment on yearbook database, Victor noted that the tables in the yearbook database from CNKI are indexed.

Annie Lin, UC Davis

Annie Lin pointed out that it is very important for faculty to support librarians’ jobs, as Peter Zhou suggested. She has always worked with faculty. The only way to maintain funding is to work with faculty. She noted that there has been no more deduction in funding/budget since she worked closely with the faculty. She needs to know their areas of research and save money for their research needs. She also creates user guides for every database and emails them to the faculty.

Thomas Rawski
He would be delighted to have user guides on e-resources. He's much willing to help librarians whenever necessary and would not have any reservations to go straight to the University Librarian to voice his concerns and he did just that when a budget cut on binding quotas for the East Asian Library occurred at Pittsburgh years ago.
Peter Zhou

Peter suggested that at this critical juncture, senior scholars in Asian Studies approach the Mellon Foundation to request funding for a commission to study the fate and future of foreign language collections in the US research institutions during the current transformational times. The purpose is to put the academy in the leadership position, as it should be. Sacrificing area studies collections in the economic downturn will eventually harm our national strength and cause irreparable damage to our knowledge enterprise. Thomas Rawski asked Peter to write a draft on this request and he agreed.

Evelyn Rawski

AAS will be held in Honolulu in 2011. For scholars’ sake, we should plan for broad cooperation and standardization for greater scholarly access. She suggested that step one would be to establish person to person contact to build up to events in 2011. There should not be any barriers to access information or knowledge. Inviting librarians from national libraries from different countries to discuss the greater access of resources would be extremely beneficial.

Peter Zhou

CCM should take on this and report back to CEAL.

Kuang-t’ien Yao, University of Hawaii

CCM, along with other CEAL committees have already begun conversation about working towards some kind of joint session in Hawaii.

Thomas Rawski

Like the Bibliography of Asian Studies, is there something similar in Japan or Korea? If there is, it would be very helpful to add the link and to have the search include these resources.

Matthias Kaun, Staatsbibliothek zu Berlin

Regarding discussion between researchers and librarians, Matthias asked how many researchers there are in the US. He noted that European centers have listings. Their meetings take place at different times and locations, and the initiatives come not only from librarians but also from researchers. More importantly, discussion should begin with infrastructures. In Germany, licensing matters are taken seriously. They allow researchers in Germany to access resources. It should be possible for researchers globally to take similar advantages. UK colleagues are disadvantaged, otherwise there would not be a need to visit Cambridge or Oxford.

Thomas Rawski

It is interesting that the new Secretary of State’s first trip is to Asia.  It’s a gradual process for people to learn the importance of Asia. He noted that there will be more and more non-Asianists wanting to include Asia in their research. He also predicted that there would be more questions from non-Asianists to librarians in the future.

Evelyn Rawski

She believes that more academics will come to forums such as this one between the faculty and librarians. Scholars may think of CEAL as too technical. We should be more explicit. The plain truth is that faculty cannot work without librarians. They need to clearly communicate both short term and long term concerns and issues such as budget/funding. It would be good to have a dialog to expand the session.

